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How you can 
help

You can help the AMA Queensland Foundation  
make a di�erence in the lives of others by donating 
at amaqfoundation.com.au/donation  or by calling 
07 3872 2222 .

Strategic partnerships from the corporate sector 
are always welcome as we seek to establish strong 
links with business. These partnerships are aimed at 
helping to motivate and inspire your sta�; build your 
brand awareness and demonstrate your sense of 
corporate responsibility to those in need.

If you can help or would like more information, 
please contact the Foundation on 07 3872 2222   
or at amaqfoundation@amaq.com.au .

Pledge a tax-deductible 
donation 
Receiving no government funding, we 
rely on generous gifts, grants, donations, 
bequests and corporate sponsorships to 
make the work of the Foundation possible.

Support our student 
scholarship program 
We believe every student should be given 
the opportunity to follow their dreams. 
Donations and bequests can help medical 
students experiencing �nancial hardship to 
pursue their studies. 

If you believe that 
just one person can 
change the world,  

imagine what we can  
achieve together.

amaqfoundation.com.au/donation
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Our sincere 
thanks

The AMA Queensland Foundation sincerely thanks 
our donors and supporters for their generosity 
in 2023. Receiving no government funding, 
the Foundation relies solely on your invaluable 
support. Together, we help those patients we 
can’t help individually. 

Dr Robert Adam

Dr Geo�rey Adsett

Dr Lindsay Allen

Dr Philip Allen

Dr Evan Angelos

Dr John Apel

Dr David Backstrom

Dr Kenneth Barns

Dr Susan Bell

Dr Judith Bligh

Dr Hendrika Bokhorst

Dr Maria Boulton

Mr Terence Boyle

Dr Robert Brown

Dr Richard Brown

Dr George Bruxner

Dr Nicholas Buckmaster

Dr Ian Bunce

Dr Nicole Butler

Dr Andrew Butler

Dr Geo�rey Campbell

Dr Emanuel Cassimatis

Dr Eleanor Chew OAM

Dr Geraldine Chew

Dr Sandra Congdon

Dr Je�rey Conn

Dr James Coombe

Dr Martin Culwick

Dr John Davies

Ms Sultana Deen

Dr Charles Denaro

Dr Dilip Dhupelia

Dr Zuzana Dreves

Dr Sandra Dunglison

Mr Tim Fairfax AC

Ms Bronwyn Fardon

Dr Peter Farmer

Dr Cyril Fernandez

Dr Judith Foote

Dr Roscoe and Kay Foreman

Dr Glenn Francis

Dr Colin Furnival

Mr Bevan Gamer

Dr Ruth Gough

Ms Kate Haggman

Dr Merelie Hall

Dr Steven Hambleton

Dr Kim Hansen

Dr Michael Harrison

Dr Glennyce Hayes

Dr William Heaslop

Dr Gretchen Hitchins

Mr Tony Hogg

Dr M and M Horwood

Dr Jane Howard

Dr Ross Hunter

Dr Fraser Imrie

Dr Peter Isdale AM

Dr Susanne Jeavons

Dr Solokara Karunarathne

Dr D Khursandi

Dr Howard Kingston

Dr Yvonne Kirkegard

Dr Peter Kortlucke

Dr Elizabeth Kyle

A/Prof John Ledischke

Dr James Macdonald

Dr Emily Mackenzie

Mr Neil Mackintosh

Ms Melanie Mayne-Wilson

Dr Paul McCarthy

Dr Christine McConnell OAM

Dr Susan McDonald

Dr Kenneth McLeod

Dr Desmond Misso

Dr Madanlal Mohanlal

Dr Christopher Morrey

Dr Thomas Mullins

Dr Kerry O’Connell

Dr Neville O’Connor

Ms Lisa O’Donnell

Dr Edward Ogiji

Dr Nicholas O’Rourke

Dr Dinesh Palipana

Dr Kathryn Panaretto

Dr Tom Papior

Dr Riitta Partanen

Dr Patricia Pease

Prof Christopher Perry OAM

Dr Donald Perry-Keene

Dr Geo�rey Porter

Dr Glenda Powell

Dr John Pryor

Dr Edward Ringrose

Dr Sandra Rizzo

Dr Fiona Robertson

Prof Alan Sandford AM

Ms Denise Schellbach

Dr Christopher Schull

Dr Jillian Schultz

Dr Peter Sharwood

Dr David Simpson

Dr Vagish Singh

Dr Shailja Singh

Dr Judith Somerville

Dr Peter Stephenson

Dr Geo�rey Strutton

Mrs Colleen Sullivan

Dr Wendy Thoreau

Dr Elizabeth Thorne

Dr Geo�rey Trim

Dr Dorothea Van Hees

Dr Robert Vickers

Dr Robert Vogt

Dr Frances Ware

Dr Beres Wenck

Dr Philip Werchon

Dr Ian Wilkey

Dr Maxim Wilson

Dr Malcolm Wright AM

Dr James Wynne

Dr Ivan Yaksich

Dr Catherine Yelland

Billijo Pty Ltd 

We thank all our individual donors 
for their generosity including those 
who wish to remain anonymous. 
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Dr Dilip Dhupelia 
Chair

Ms Anna Jones 
Director 

Ms Bronwyn Fardon 
Director (appointed 29 March 2023)

Ms Melanie Mayne-Wilson
Director  

Professor Christopher Perry OAM 
Director

Dr Brett Dale 
Executive Director  

and Company Secretary

Our Patron

Mr Tim Fairfax AC is a company director, pastoralist  
and philanthropist.

Tim is Chairman of the Foundation for Rural & Regional 
Renewal and the Tim Fairfax Family Foundation. He is  
also Director of the Vincent Fairfax Family Foundation  
and Ningana Giving Pty Limited.

He is the Queensland Art Gallery | Gallery of Modern 
Art Foundation President and a member of the National 
Portrait Gallery Foundation, National Gallery of Australia 
Foundation and Australian Schools Plus.

Tim is Patron of AMA Queensland Foundation, the University 
of the Sunshine Coast Foundation, the Flying Arts Alliance 
Incorporated, the Australian Rural Leadership Foundation 
and Actors’ & Entertainers’ Benevolent Fund (Qld) Inc.

Tim takes an active leadership role in promoting 
philanthropy in Australia. He is passionate about supporting 
rural, remote and regional communities, particularly 
students from low socioeconomic backgrounds.

The Board

Mr Tim Fairfax AC

He has a range of business interests.  
He operates nine rural properties in 
Queensland and New South Wales 
involving beef cattle, �ne wool 
and grain.
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Chair’s Report

It is my great privilege as Chair of AMA Queensland 
Foundation to present an overview of our performance in 
our 23rd year of operation. It has been a very ambitious 
and ful�lling year for the Board, Secretariat and donors.

Firstly, and perhaps most importantly, we have been 
able to maintain our support for our future doctors at 
the earliest stage of their careers. The AMA Queensland 
Foundation Medical Student Scholarships are designed  
to support medical students who are experiencing 
�nancial disadvantage. 

Since 2004, we have provided more than $505,000 in 
�nancial assistance to 31 medical students studying 
in Queensland. Our Scholarships have often been the 
di�erence between a recipient continuing their studies  
or being lost to the medical profession.

As Chair, I �nd the enthusiasm of this next generation of 
our colleagues to be very inspiring and I know that they 
remain extremely grateful to AMA Queensland colleagues 
who have helped them achieve their dream by donating 
to the Foundation. During 2023, we supported a further 
three medical students with scholarships and we saw a 
past recipient, Dr Isaac O’Dempsey, become an intern.

We made the scholarship program the focus of our 
Christmas Appeal for a second consecutive year in 2023. 
Thank you to all of you who dug deep with donations, 
believing in the work that we do for our future doctors. 

Part of the Foundation’s commitment to Doctors doing 
good  and to supporting future generations of doctors is 
in assisting research and training. For 20 years, general 
practice training in Queensland was provided by General 
Practice Training Queensland (GPTQ).

AMA Queensland Foundation Patron 
Tim Fairfax AC, Gina Fairfax AC,  

Drs Sally Sojan and Anthony Wilson 
at the Charity Gala

“ Receiving no government 
funding, AMA Queensland 

Foundation relies on your support 
to make our work possible. ”

Dr Dilip Dhupelia,  
AMA Queensland Foundation Chair

GPTQ bursary 
recipients Drs Sarah 

Andela and Kellie West 
at the Charity Gala
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When this training was transferred back to the College, 
GPTQ was dissolved. In 2023, the Foundation successfully 
applied for funding to continue the GPTQ legacy with a 
training and research bursary. I was proud to announce the 
inaugural recipients at our Charity Gala. Drs Sarah Andela, 
Joshua Faint, Nicholas Snels and Kellie West are using the 
bursaries to further their training and research on how they 
can improve health outcomes for their communities. 

We have all seen the cost of living pressures on our 
community. Increasing housing ina�ordability is 
leading to record rates of homelessness. In 2023, 
the Foundation made one inspiring organisation our 
charity partner for both our End of Financial Year 
Appeal and Charity Gala. Beddown, which is part of 
inCommunity Inc., not only transforms under-utilised 
spaces into safe accommodation for people experiencing 
homelessness, it provides safe links to healthcare and 
other service providers to create pathways for longer-term 
accommodation and better health outcomes.

The 2023 EOFY Tax Appeal was our most successful 
campaign to date, raising $129,900. Combined with the 
success of the Charity Gala in November, I was privileged 
to present inCommunity Inc. Deputy CEO Nerissa Wade 
with a $173,780 cheque for Beddown.

Decisions taken in 2023 will bear fruit in 2024 – like the 
Foundation’s $20,000 donation to Ladybird Care Foundation 
to help train parent mentors to support bereaved parents, 
and our in-kind support to start-up One For Health, a charity 
developed by junior doctors to encourage easy philanthropy.

This year we have welcomed Bronwyn Fardon, an 
experienced communications manager, to our board.  
My thanks also go to my fellow Directors Professor  

Christopher Perry OAM, Melanie Mayne-Wilson, Anna Jones, 
and Dr Brett Dale, who also acts as Company Secretary. 
Finally, I am very grateful to our member organisation, 
AMA Queensland, which resources the administrative 
support we require, particularly with promotion of our 
events and the provision of secretariat services. 

We are indeed blessed to have the long-standing 
relationship and the continuing support of our Patron 
Mr Tim Fairfax AC. Tim takes an active leadership role in 
promoting philanthropy in Australia and he takes a keen 
interest in our activities. 

I thank our generous donors whose annual contributions 
make our wins achievable.

Receiving no government funding, AMA Queensland 
Foundation relies on your support to make our  
work possible. 

I cannot emphasise enough how pleased I am with our 
e�orts over the past 12 months and I look forward to 
working together to support those in need.

Dr Dilip Dhupelia
Chair

Gabriel Gallow with Drs Glenda Powell, 
Trish Baker and Eleanor Chew OAM  

at the Charity Gala

Beddown Founder 
Norm McGillivray at the 

Charity Gala

Drs Chris Perry OAM 
and Kathryn Perry  
at the Charity Gala



Executive 
Director’s Report

In 2023, AMA Queensland Foundation continued to make 
a di�erence in delivering vital services outside those 
catered for by the public health system.

Our charity partner for the End of Financial Year campaign 
and Charity Gala was Beddown, part of inCommunity Inc.. 
Beddown is an organisation with a mission to turn under-
utilised spaces into safe, secure and comfortable places 
for people experiencing homelessness to sleep overnight.

The 2023 EOFY Tax Appeal was our most successful 
campaign to date, raising $129,900 from 62 individual 
donors – the same number of donors as in 2022  
but more than double the amount.

Combined with the success of the Charity Gala in 
November, Foundation Chair Dr Dilip Dhupelia was able  
to present inCommunity Inc. Deputy CEO Nerissa Wade 
with a $173,780 cheque to go towards Beddown’s Good 
Night Initiative, which aims to provide 1,000 bed nights in 
vacant hotel rooms for single adults sleeping rough on the 
streets of cities and towns.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank our donors 
for their ongoing support, as well as the support of our 
Patron Tim Fairfax AC. 

This year we continued our support of medical students 
experiencing �nancial di�culty with $10,000 scholarships 
to three James Cook University students – Ryan Luck, 21, 
Julie George, 22, and a third student who has requested 
privacy. This takes the total support to more than 
$505,000 to more than 31 students since 2004.

We also awarded the �rst bursaries to honour the legacy 
of General Practice Training Queensland (GPTQ) to four 
GP Registrars for research and training.

The AMA Queensland Foundation GPTQ Training and 
Research Bursary was created in 2023 after GP training 
was transferred back to the Royal Australian College 
of General Practitioners (RACGP) and the subsequent 
dissolution of GPTQ.

Drs Sarah Andela, Joshua Faint, Nicholas Snels, and Kellie 
West were announced as the inaugural recipients at the 
Foundation Charity Gala in November 2023.

I wish to again thank all of our donors as well as the  
sta� and members of the Board for their ongoing 
commitment to the vision and mission of the Foundation, 
in relieving sickness, su�ering and disability among 
Queenslanders in need.

As at the end of December 2023, the Foundation  
Board was:

Dr Dilip Dhupelia  (Chair)

Dr Brett Dale (Executive Director)

Prof Christopher Perry OAM (Director)

Ms Melanie Mayne-Wilson (Director)

Ms Anna Jones (Director)

Ms Bronwyn Fardon (Director)

Dr Brett Dale
Executive Director and Company Secretary 
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Directors’ Report

1.	 Your Directors submit this report on the Foundation for the year ended 31 December 2023. 

2.	 The names of the Directors in o�ce during or since the end of the �nancial year are:

	 �Dr Dilip Dhupelia  
Chair 

	� Dr Brett Dale 
Executive Director and Company 
Secretary 

Prof Christopher Perry OAM 
Director 

Ms Melanie Mayne-Wilson  
Director

Ms Anna Jones 
Director 

Ms Bronwyn Fardon  
Director (appointed 29 March 2023)

3.	 Quali�cations, experience and special responsibilities of each Director:

Dr Dilip Dhupelia
Quali�cations:  LRCPS (Ire.), Dip. Obst. ACOG, FRACGP, FARGP, AFRACMA, FAICD.

Experience:  Director, Medical and Clinical Services, Queensland Country Practice, Queensland 
Rural Medical Service, Darling Downs Hospital and Health Service; Director, Brisbane  
South PHN Board; Chair, Impartiality Committee, Quality Innovation Performance Limited;  
Co-Chair, DOHAC Jurisdictional Implementation Forum for National Rural Generalist Pathway; 
Management Committee Member, Brisbane Local Medical Association; Part-time general 
practitioner, Smartclinics Family Medical Centre, Toowong; AMA Queensland President 
2018/19/20, AMA Queensland Board Director 2014-2019, AMA Queensland Councillor  
2013-2019, AMA Council of General Practice member.

Dr Brett Dale
Quali�cations:  DBA

Experience: Dr Brett Dale is the AMA Queensland CEO and brings decades of experience of 
working in health, education, advocacy, training and membership organisations. Brett is a 
former Army medic with numerous postings including the Army School of Health in Victoria 
and deployments to Bougainville and Iraq. In 2012, Brett was appointed CEO of Northern 
Territory General Practice Education, where he was responsible for GP training and GP 
registrar workforce distribution across the Top End. In 2016, he returned to Brisbane to lead 
Queensland’s Motor Trades Association, where he ran one of the largest education and  
training providers in the state, the MTA Institute. With a Doctorate in Change Management  
and Intrapreneurship, Brett is strongly focused on collaboration, communication and 
innovation to drive positive change and achieve results.

Professor Christopher Perry OAM
Quali�cations:  MBBS, DTM&H (Liverpool), FRACS, Prof University of Queensland.

Experience:  Councillor and Director, Royal Australian College of Surgeons (RACS) Council;  
Past President, Australian Society of Otolaryngology Head and Neck Surgery (ASOHNS); Previous 
Chair, State Committee of the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons, Queensland; Chairman, 
Combined Multidisciplinary Head and Neck Cancer Clinic, Princess Alexandra Hospital. 
Consultant in Otolaryngology Head and Neck Surgery at Princess Alexandra Hospital and 
Queensland Children’s Hospital. Consultant surgeon with 34 years’ experience. Previously held 
training Fellowships at St Mary’s Hospital London, The Royal Marsden National Cancer Hospital 
and the University of Virginia. Country GP experience in 1981 and worked in a rural hospital in 
West Africa in 1980. Examiner for the College of Surgeons Scholarship in Otolaryngology Head 
and Neck Surgery. Previous examiner and visiting Professor in Papua New Guinea, Malaysia and 
the USA. AMA Queensland President, 2020-22, Vice President 2019-20 and Councillor 2022-24.
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4.	� Five Board meetings were held in 2023 on 29 March, 10 May, 5 July and 30 August. An EGM was added on  
15 February with the Annual General Meeting held on 10 May 2023. 

	� The meetings held and attended by each of the Board members during the reporting year were:

Board Member No. of Meetings Held No. of Meetings Attended Change of O�ce

Dr Dilip Dhupelia 7 7

Dr Brett Dale 7 7

Prof Christopher Perry 7 7

Ms Melanie Mayne-Wilson 7 5

Ms Anna Jones 7 6

Ms Bronwyn Fardon 5 5 Appointed 29 March 2023

Ms Melanie Mayne-Wilson 
Quali�cations:  BA Communication, GAICD, FGIA

Experience:  Melanie Mayne-Wilson is an experienced senior leader and non-executive director 
with commercial acumen and over 25 years of general management experience. Melanie has 
proven expertise in strategy, governance, brand, philanthropy and reputation management and 
growing sustainable revenue across the private, public and not-for-pro�t sectors. She has held 
several senior executive roles for large, complex organisations including Queensland Treasury, 
the Australian Institute of Company Directors (AICD) and the Royal Flying Doctor Service.  
This executive experience is complemented by sound governance experience gained through 
advising boards and board roles which currently include Anglicare Southern Queensland,  
a community service provider of residential aged care and home care services; NDIS mental 
health services provider ARAFMI Queensland and a national board member of the Children’s 
Book Council of Australia. Melanie is also the Board Chair of PACT, a community service 
organisation funded by the Queensland Department of Justice, supporting vulnerable adult 
and child witnesses to give their best evidence in Court and an Advisory Committee Member 
of Bond University’s Centre for Enterprise Governance.

Ms Anna Jones
Quali�cations: MAComm, MAICD

Experience:  Anna Jones is an experienced strategic communications leader with strong  
digital marketing, brand building, fundraising and stakeholder engagement experience. 

She is currently Corporate Partnerships and Communications Manager for the Queensland 
Farmers’ Federation (QFF). Prior to her role with QFF, she held the positions of Executive 
Manager – Marketing at LifeFlight Australia and Manager of Media and Communications at 
Darling Downs and West Moreton Primary Health Network (PHN). 

She has worked closely with business and industry across the not-for-pro�t, health, agriculture, 
oil and gas and infrastructure sectors to deliver strategic communications and advocacy 
initiatives to bene�t communities. 

Her passion for the health, social and not-for-pro�t sector and is driven by a strong desire  
to make a di�erence where she lives, works and in Queensland more broadly.

Ms Bronwyn Fardon
Quali�cations:  B.Business (Film and TV), Grad Cert Business (PR)

Experience:  Bronwyn Fardon is a consultative and strategic leader with strong project, 
marketing and communications experience in the public and private sectors. Her broad 
background in digital communication, media, public relations, marketing, social media 
and broadcast television provides an excellent blend of skills suitable to easily adapt to 
roles across diverse sectors. She uses initiative and energy to drive projects in fast-paced 
environments and enjoy roles requiring innovative approaches.
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5.	 The Company Secretary for 2023 was Dr Brett Dale.

6.	� The Foundation is incorporated under the Corporations Act 2001 as a company limited by guarantee and not having 
share capital. Clause 3 of the Constitution of AMA Queensland Foundation, sets out the liability of members in the 
event of a winding up. The Foundation had 166 donors for the last 3 years as at 31 December 2023. (2022: 178).  
The Foundation had one member being the Australian Medical Association of Queensland Limited.

7.	 Principle Activities

	� The principle activities of the Foundation during the �nancial year were to provide �nancial assistance for  
appropriate projects in line with the Foundation’s mission and objectives, and for students experiencing hardship  
who are undertaking medical training.

8.	 Objectives and Strategy

	� The Foundation’s short term objectives are to raise funds for improved medical services within Queensland  
and to support medical education. Long term, the Foundation will be more closely aligned with the wishes  
of AMA Queensland’s membership.

	 During the 2023 year, in kind support and funds were committed to the following: 

	 	� Beddown’s Good Night Initiative (through inCommunity Inc.)

	 	� Medical Culture Club by Dr Matt Young

	 	� One for Health

	 	� Ladybird Care Foundation

	 	� Three medical students who are experiencing �nancial hardship. Through our scholarship program,  
we enable students to continue pursuing their studies who otherwise would not have the �nancial  
means to do so.

	 	� GPTQ Training and Research Bursaries were awarded to four recipients who are GPs and GP Registrars.

	� These activities related directly to the Foundation’s objectives. The Foundation’s objectives and strategies are 
monitored by the Board to ensure that the Foundation’s support activities are appropriately targeted.

9.	� A copy of the Auditor’s Independence Declaration as required under Section 307C of the Corporations Act 2001  
is set out on page 33.

Signed on behalf of the Board in accordance with its resolution.

Dr Dilip Dhupelia  
Chair

Signed at Brisbane on this 20th day of March 2024
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Our highlights

Beddown End of Financial 
Year Tax Appeal 2023  
and Charity Gala

In 2023, AMA Queensland Foundation partnered with 
Beddown, a part of inCommunity Inc.. Beddown has a 
mission to open the door to rough sleepers by turning 
under-utilised spaces into safe, secure and comfortable 
places for people to rest overnight.

Beddown founder Norm McGillivray was acutely aware  
of the e�ects of homelessness on vulnerable people.  
His own father died in his 40s sleeping rough in London.

In 2018, Mr McGillivray was at his local shops one night 
when he noticed the undercover carpark was near-empty.

He saw immediate potential in transforming under-used 
empty spaces into places where people experiencing 
homelessness could be o�ered genuine hospitality as a 
guest, and be linked to relevant service providers to create 
pathways for longer-term accommodation.

The early stages of Beddown used carparks and o�ce 
space for temporary overnight accommodation. When the 
pandemic brought global travel to a standstill, Beddown 
pivoted to collaborate with backpacker accommodation 
to make empty rooms available to rough sleepers.

Beddown’s 2024 project is the Good Night Initiative, 
which aims to provide 1,000 bed nights in vacant hotel 
rooms for single adults sleeping rough on the streets of 
cities and towns.

Bed nights o�er a chance for personal care and grooming, 
a peaceful environment to consider next steps, and a 
place to have a good night’s sleep in comfort and safety, 
while receiving wraparound support from teams who  
can link them to medical care, government organisations 
and other support programs.

AMA Queensland Foundation chose Beddown as its 
charitable partner for both the End of Financial Year  
Tax Appeal and the Charity Gala.

The 2023 EOFY Tax Appeal was the Foundation’s most 
successful campaign to date, raising $129,900 from 62 
individual donors – the same number of donors as in 
2022 but more than double the amount.

Combined with the success of the Charity Gala in 
November, Foundation Chair Dr Dilip Dhupelia was able  
to present inCommunity Inc. Deputy CEO Nerissa Wade 
with a $173,780 cheque for Beddown.

We look forward to seeing this donation translate into 
safe and warm accommodation for people who would 
otherwise be sleeping rough.

Foundation Chair Dr Dilip Dhupelia 
and inCommunity Inc. Deputy CEO 

Nerissa Wade

Combined with the success of the 
Charity Gala in November, Foundation 

Chair Dr Dilip Dhupelia was able  
to present inCommunity Inc.  

Deputy CEO Nerissa Wade with a 
$173,780 cheque for Beddown.

A brand of 
inCommunity Inc.
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